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No investigation into the unknown and
the unspeakable would be complete with-
out a few new and bizarre magical spells
— many harmful, some helpful, and all of
them carrying the risk of madness. These
spells may be dropped into any CALL OF
CTHULHU® game campaign ��������
appearing ��� arcane books or forgotten
papers. Many of them can have adven-
tures designed around them with ease.
Haunted houses will never be the same
again. . . .
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Illustrations by David Zenz
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A blood slave is kept in mental contact
with its vampiric master at all times. This
mental contact merely allows the sending
of messages between the two minds, not
visual or audial sensations. The victim will
follow any command the vampire gives
provided the order doesn’t involve suicidal
behavior as per a gaze attack. However,
the blood-slave effect is permanent and is
usable by the vampire during the day,
usually to aid the vampire if its resting
place has been found. This contact can be
broken only by the destruction of the
controlling vampire and is effective at any
distance.

A victim slain by a vampire’s blood
draining (i.e., brought to zero POW or
CON) arises within 2d6 game days as a
lesser vampire, independent of the greater
vampire’s control. There are ways to avoid
this, most notably the grisly method of
staking the defenseless creature before it
arises. Another successful method would
be cremation, provided the undead victim
has not yet initially risen from its grave.
More subtle methods such as prayer vigils
or the use of holy items or garlic might be
successful, according to the GM’s wishes,
but this is not recommended. Vampire
exterminating should be a dirty, gruesome
business.

Sanity and vam pires
The various aspects of vampirism can

affect the SAN of the viewer. Seeing a
lesser vampire and knowing it to be such
costs 1d6 SAN unless a SAN roll is made, in
which case there is no loss; a greater
vampire requires a roll for a possible loss
of 1d8 SAN (or 1 SAN if the roll is made). If
the vampire was known in life to the
witness, an additional loss of 1d4 (or 1)
SAN is taken. Being bitten by a vampire (of
either type) requires a SAN roll; 1d4 is lost,
or 1 point is lost if the SAN roll is made.
Seeing a vampire feed on another human
being costs 1d3 SAN unless a SAN roll is
made, in which case no SAN is lost.

Participating in the staking of a new
vampire that has not yet risen also re-
quires a SAN roll. If the roll is successful,
the character loses only 1 SAN and can
continue the procedure; if the roll fails,
that character loses 1d4 SAN and cannot
take part in the staking at that time. At
least 1d10 x 5 minutes must pass before
that character can get up the nerve to try
again, at which time another SAN roll
must be attempted; there is no loss for the

second and subsequent SAN rolls, but if
they, too, fail, this weak-willed individual
must wait another 1d10 × 5 minutes and
then attempt yet another SAN roll, contin-
uing this process until the SAN roll is
made, someone else stakes the vampire-to-
be, or the vampire-to-be wakes up!

Staking any already risen vampire (of
either type) costs 1 SAN if the roll fails, but
the character is still able to participate; if
the roll is successful, there is no loss.
Staking a vampire, risen or not, who was
known in life to the one doing the staking
requires a roll for a SAN loss of 1d6 (or 1),
and if the roll fails the character cannot
immediately take part in the act. A charac-
ter with a failed roil must make SAN rolls
every 1d10 × 5 minutes as before, but each
failed roll still causes a loss of 1 SAN.
Viewing the disintegration of a vampire
due to most usual methods of vampire-
killing costs 1d3 or zero SAN, depending
on the success or failure of the SAN roll.

On the other hand, destroying a lesser
vampire restores 2d4 SAN to those who
took part in its execution, while the de-
mise of a greater vampire gains 2d6 SAN
for each of his killers. The Keeper may
also wish to give an additional point of
SAN for each nonplayer character blood
slave freed by a vampire’s death.

Vam pires in cam paigns
When using vampires in CALL OF

CTHULHU adventures, note that these
rules are by no means carved in stone.
The Keeper can and should tinker with
these ideas to create a few unique vam-
pires to be encountered in addition to
those described herein. Imagine, for in-
stance, a vampire who is unaffected by the
usual banes detailed above (sunlight, holy
items, running water, etc.) until the night
on which it must feed, at which time it
becomes a sort of bestial “were-vampire.”
Or picture an atheistic vampire immune to
religious trappings such as holy water and
holy symbols, but otherwise like the un-
dead described in this article. Or perhaps
a vampire unaffected by sunlight and with
no special powers during the day, but in
all other respects like the vampires de-
scribed above. Using this article as a guide-
line, the possibilities are virtually endless.

One of the most important jobs of the
prospective vampire-hunter is cutting
through all the myth and legendry sur-
rounding these creatures and finding their
true banes. Most methods for destroying

Lesser and Greater Vam pires’ CALL O F CTH ULH U® Gam e Statistics

Characteristic
STR
CON
SIZ
INT
POW
DEX
APP
HP (average)

W hile A s Lesser’s
living lesser average

3d6 3d6 + d6 14
3d6 3d6 + d6 14

2 d 6 + 6 2 d 6 + 6 13
2 d 6 + 6 2 d 6 + 6 13

3d6 3d6 10-11
3d6 3d6 10-11
3d6 3d6 — d3 8-9
12 - 14

A s
greater

(3d6 + d6) x 2
(3d6 + d6) x 2

2 d 6 + 6
2 d 6 + 6
3d6 x 2

3d6 x 1.5
3d6—d3+d6

-

G reater’s
average

28
28
13
13
21
16

12-13
21

vampires are known to anyone with an
Occult skill of 15% or more, while the
more obscure means (such as the fact that
greater vampires are not slain by staking
alone) are known to those with an Occult
skill of 30% or more. The methods for
fending off vampires (garlic, cross, etc.)
are known to anyone with a skill level
better than 5%. (These figures may seem
rather low to some, but remember that we
in the 1990s have had 60 years of vampire
films to “teach” us about the ecology of the
vampire. Folk in the 1920s were limited to
written sources of vampire lore. Keepers
running campaigns set in the 1990s may
wish to lower these minimum skill levels
by 5% or so to reflect the Investigators’
“education” via the cinematic vampire.)
Most of this information can be found at a
nearby library with a couple hours re-
search and a few successful Library Use
rolls.

It should be apparent that vampires
need to change their feeding grounds
every so often to avoid suspicion. Some-
times they may be forced to move because
suspicion has already been aroused. Vam-
pires almost always have some sort of
human slave or contact to take care of
major travel arrangements; this is espe-
cially true of movements across bodies of
water. These slaves are usually victims of
the vampire’s POW-draining that have
been promised eventual full vampirehood
for their aid. These slaves often transport
several coffins for their vampiric masters,
as these monsters tend to have several
spread about their hunting and haunting
grounds.

A final note: When a vampire gets in a
free-for-all with the PCs, if at all possible
just knock them around until they’re un-
conscious. Then have the vampire bite
‘em. If it suits your needs, you should try
to make one of your PCs (or at the very
least an important or powerful NPC) into a
slave of a vampire. This may involve fudg-
ing the die rolls during the vampire’s
blood-draining (it wouldn’t do to kill the
Investigator too quickly; just make him
and his companions squirm). The charac-
ters will then have an even better reason
to hunt down the nefarious bloodsucker,
to free both their friend and the world of
this menace. Then again, if the vampire
does happen to kill one of the Investiga-
tors, the remainder of the party will have
to deal with the victim in addition to the
original horror. Imagine the horrible scene
when the Investigators set out to stake
their former colleague!
[O ther recent articles on vam pires that

have appeared in D RAGO N ®  M agazine
include: “H earts of D arkness” and “A
Touch of Evil,” in issue #126 (on AD & D ®
gam e vam pires); “The M ARVEL®-Phile,” in
issue #126 and in this issue (on M ARVEL
SU PER H ERO ES™  gam e vam pires); and
“Fangs Alot!“ in issue #150 (on AD & D  2nd
Edition gam e vam pires).]
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may even give them some magical assist-
ance (casting Conjure Glass of Mortlan for
them, or giving them a Blessed Blade),
revealing himself to be an �amateur magi-
cian� as well as a occult archaeologist.
With any luck, soon the investigating party
shall look upon Wellmeat as an ally and
patron.

Ssvalpynos�s skill in running his human
persona is flawless, and Josh Wellmeat
should be played exactly as what he appears
to be. Though Ssvalpynos finds humans
rather abhorrent and couldn�t care less
about their fate, he is quite willing to work
with them to recover his capsules and some-
times thinks humans are fascinating-if only
a little bit. He�s seen better and more inter-
esting races rise and fall in his hundreds of
millions of years of life.

Wellmeat is best used as an occasional
source of adventure, not a campaign in
himself. Periodically, he contacts the Inves-
tigators and sends them forth on straight-
forward search-and-recovery expeditions.

Of course, eventually the Investigators
should get suspicious of Wellmeat. Perhaps
they wonder why all the artifacts they
recover turn out to be �bad,� or they find

Keeper�s notes

an old photo of a man who looks exactly
like Josh Wellmeat (a picture of a minor
thief who vanished a century ago after
escaping police custody). By that time,
Wellmeat should have the use of the con-
tents of several time capsules, and so will
be more difficult to defeat.

The exact contents of the time capsules
are up to the Keeper. You should design
them such that, when recovered from
Wellmeat, they come in handy in solving
whatever grand campaign the players are
currently involved with. Or you could
make the capsules� artifacts weird alien
devices that humans cannot use without a
great deal of study. The artifacts could
lead to new adventures, especially if they
are dangerous. Perhaps one is weakening
the space-time continuum and gating
monsters through in its vicinity. The Inves-
tigators would need to find some way of
rendering the artifact inoperative�an
outcome Josh Wellmeat might not like.

Both the innate capsule defenses and the
contents are left up to the Keeper, as best
suits his campaign. The defenses should be
such as to make it reasonable that the
folks trying to open the capsule could not
do so without great effort and risk.

Three sample adventures
Time Capsule One: Wellmeat knows that

the capsule looks like a six-foot blackened
iron meteorite, and that it�s on the Isle of
Man. Here a tiny sect of Druids are trying
to figure out how to master its secrets
with the help of a patron Dark Young.

Time Capsule Two: Wellmeat says that
this capsule, which looks like an Egyptian
sarcophagus, is in Baltimore, Maryland.
Here, a would-be devil-worshiper rules his
roost of 12 would-be witches. They hope
to open the capsule by invoking dark
powers, after which they�ll get real magic.

Time Capsule Three: This capsule looks
like a petrified log, and is somewhere in
Trieste (in fact, it�s in a natural history
museum). The museum�s curator is a Deep
One hybrid, who is in contact with his
brothers in the Adriatic. They hope to use
the capsule�s powers, once they get it
open, to sink Trieste beneath the waves. 

owned by the companies publishing those products.
The use of the name of any product without mention
of its trademark status should not be construed as a
challenge to such status.

l indicates a product produced by a company other
than TSR, Inc. Most product names are trademarks
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Excerpts from the Journal of Dr. Alex-
enor T. Gohmier Ph.D., Associate Professor
of Classical Studies.
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by Gregory W. Detwiler
Artwork by John Dollar
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������ ������� ����� ����� �� ���� ��������
��	���� ������� ����� ���� ���	������ �	�� ��
�����������1����������	���	��������	��
������� ��� ��� ����� �	� ��������� �����������
�	������ �������� ��� ���� �������
����� 	�� ���
�������� "	��
���� ���� �	�� �	� ���
��� ���
������ ��� ���� �������� ��	���� �������� �	� ��
�����������	���������

�������� ����� �	��� ��� ������ *++,� ���	��
��� �	���� ���� ������ 	�#����� ������� ��������� ��
����������	��	����	������������������	��
���������	����	�����"��������������	���
�������� ������ 2���� 	�� ��� ������� �	� ��
�������� ����� �	�������� ����� ��	���� �	� ��
��������		������� ����	�	�� ��� �����	������
�	�� ���������� �	�� ��
�� ����� 	�� �� �����
������� 	�� �������� ���� 	�������� �������
/�� ��� ��������� ��������� ��� �	���� �	��

��	��� �������� ��� ����� ��� ������������ ���!
������ ���� �������� ������ �	��	���� ���
����
"����� ����� ����� �������� ���
��� �������
�������� ���������		��������������	����!
�	����	��	�������	�������(	������������
�����	����	��	�������������	������	�
��������� ������� ���� ���� �	� ����� ���� 	����
����������	�#����������	���	��������������
�������� ����� ���	������� �������
�������� ����� ��������� 	���� *�+++� �����

�	��� ����� �������� ��	����� ������� ���	��� ��
������ ���� �	����� /�� ������ ��� �	������ ��
�
������������������	������	���	�����������
���	���	��������������������������������
��	��������	���	������	��������������
������ ��� �	������� �������� ���� �	���� ���
�	�� ����� ��� �� ������ �	���� ���� ������� �	
����������	���



�#������	����������������!
���� ���������� ��
�� ��	��� 	�� ������ �������
/�� �������� 	��� ���� ����� �	��� �������!

��� �)��������� 	��� 	�� ���� ��������� ����!
��������� 
��
��� �� ���
��� �������� �������� ��
����������� 	��� ���	� ���� ���
����� ������ 	�
���� /��	��� ������������� ���� ��������� ����!
���� ��	������ ����� ��� ����������� ����
�	���� 	���� ��� ���������� ��� ���������
��� ��		�� ������ ��� ��	�
��� ��������� �	�


�	����� �������� �	� �	� 	�� 	�� ��������
"���������������������������	����	�
������ 	�� �	�
�� ���� �� ��������� �	���� ����!
������ ����� �	��� ������ �	��� ���� ���	��!
	����� ��������� �������� ��� ���� ������� ��� 	��
�������	��� "��� ������� ���� ������ ����
��	���� �	�� ���� ���� ��� ��� �)���� �	� �	��
���	����������������!��	������
�
��������
��������
���������!�	�����		
����	��
�	����	��� ��� ������� "���� �	���� ��� ������
��&�	������ �������� ������� ��� ���� ���
����
���	��� 	��� ������� ����� 	�� �	���������
����� ���� ������ �������� ���������� ��� �		


���� 	��� ����!�	���	�� �	� ��	����	������ �	�� ���
��������	���3��	���� ������������� ��������
���������� ���������� �	�����������	����4+,� ��
�������� �	����������� �	���� ����� �������� "��
������ ������ ������� ����� ����� 	�� �� �	��������
�	����� ����������� ��� ������� ���� ���� ��	�!
������ �������� ��� ���
����� �	������� ��
�� �
����	����� ������ �
����� /�� ��� ����� �������
��� �	���� ���� ����� ����������������� �����
"���������� �	� ������ ���� ���� #���� �� ����� 	�
�	��!��������� ������ ��� ��	��� ���� �)�����
���������� ����� �������� ���� ��	����� ��������
��	�� ����� ���
���
�� �	��	�� "��� ��������
��������������������������������	������� �	���
�	������ ����� ����� �	���� �	� �� �������� �	��
���������	����������������	�����	���������
����������	�������	�����	�����
(	��� ��5������!$����� ������ ������ �� ��0�!

����� ������� 	�� �	��� ����� ����� ��� )����� ����!
���� 	�� �������� �� ���� 	����� ���� ��� ���
������ 	�� ����� ������� ��� 	����� ���� ����� �����
#������������	�������	��������	�����

��������������������	��������������������
������������	�������������������������
�		
� �������� �	������ ���� ������� ����� ��
������� �	������� "���� ���� ������ ���
��	�� ���� ��������� �������� ������� 	�� ���� ���!
	����� ���� �	� �������� ���� �� �	�� ��� 	��� �		�
��	�� ����� ��� ������ ���	��� �� �������� ����
���	
�� ����� ��� �������� ���
�
�� ������� ������ 	����� ���
�� ���� ��� ���

����� �� ���� ��������� ������� ���� ������� ���
	����� "��� ���� ��������� ��� ��	��� ��� ����
����� ��	���� �������� 	�� ������� �	� ������
"���������	����	�	����������������������
����� ���� �	������ ���
� ���� ������ ���	
������ "	��
���� ���� ���� ����� �	� ����� ������
�	����������	�����	��	��������������������

������	�����	�������	��)���0�����������"��
������ ������� ��������� ���� ��� ��� ���� #���
���� 
!����!��� �
�� !����"� ���$�� ���� ���%
�� ���������� �	���� ������ ���
��� ��� ���� ����!
������	�� 	�� ��� ������� �	������� 5�� �	����
�	�� ������ 	�� ���� ������� ��		��� ���� ��	��
�	� �	� 	���� "�
���� ���������� 	�� ���� ������!
���� ������� �� ��������� ��� ��	���� �	�����
������� �	����� ���� �&���� ���� ���� �	����� �����
��� �� ���� �	������ �		����� �����	����� ����	���
����� ����� ��!����� �	�� �� �	���� ����� ����

������ ���	�
��
�� 
���

����
������
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1"6 7�8�9�*4 25
CON :�8 **
1�; 7�8947 35
�(" *�89*4 *+
2.� 8�8 22
-<= :�897 *:

����	� ������ ������
 ��� >+? :�8�9��	��	��

�)���� �	� ���
����,�� @.(

@��� :+? 4�89*�8
@	��� 8+? :�897
"��� 7A? :�89:

�	
��� �
�����	��������
�
������ ������� �	����� 9:�8
���	���:��	�����	�������������������	���	
���� ����,�� �������� �	� ����������� :� �	����
	�� ������� ���� �	����
���

��� 1	��� ������ 
�	�� *�:� �������
������������� @	������ @���	������ @	�����
B������ 2	����� @	������ B	������� 1����� 	�
"����	������� @���� (�	������ @	�����
"����	������� ���� @	������ %���� 5	���
�	������� ����� ��������� ������������ �		
������	������	������	�����������������
)����� �	������ ����� ������ �	��������
��������� ���������� ��� �	�����
������������	����*�*+�1�������	������	����
�� ����� C*�:������ �� ����������� 1������ �	��D�
"�����������������������������������	�
	�������������	�������	��	�������
/��	�����	� ������ �� 1������ �	��� ��	�����
����� ��� �� ������ ���������� �	�� 	������	!
���� C����� 	�� ���
��D�
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�������� ��������� �	���� ������� ��� ���� ���!
���������������/�� ����� ������� ���	�����������
��� ����� ��� �� �������� �	� ��������� ����
���� �	���� 	�� ���� ��	������ ��������� ����
������������	����������������������	�����
����� 	�� ���� ��������� ������
.�� ���� ����� ����� 	�� ���� #������� �

��	����� �	� ������ ��� �������� �������� ��
���	����� ��� ������ �	��/������ �� �������� ���
������ �		���� ��� 	��� 	�� ���� ���
�����
������� ��� ���� ����� �	���� 	�� ���� �������
����
���� ��� ���� ������ ���������� �� ������� ��
����	��� ���� �������� 	�� �������� �� ������ �	
��������

(	������������������������������������ ��
��	��������������� �����������#������ �	� ���
�����������������	��������������	����������
"��� ������� ���� �	�� �������� ��������� ��	��
	������	��� 	�� 	����� ���
���� 	�� 	�� ���� 	�
��������� 	����� ��������� �� ���� ����� ��� �����
	���������� ���/��������/���������� ��������� ����
������������ 	�� �	������ �	������ ��� ���
������� �� ���� �����	�� �� �����	�� 	�	����� ����
������ ���/���������� "��� ���������	��� �����!
�	���� ���� ����� ����� �������	������������ �	�
��� �� ��������� ���� ������� �� �������

5�� �	����� ����� ���������� 	����� ��������
"��� ��������,�� ������ ���� ����� 	���	����
��	������ ������� 	�� �	� ���� �	� �	�������
��	���� ���� ������ ����� ���������� ����
������ �		
��� ������ �	�� �������� ������ "���
�		
��� �	� ��������� ��
�� ����	����� �����
�&���������� ����� �� �		
��� ����� ��	�� �����
"���� ���� �� �����
��� �	�� ��� �������	�

�����	�����������	�������	�����,�������
���� ����� ����	���� �	� ����� ����	�� ������ ��� ��
������� ������ ��� ���� ���������� ��� ���� ���� �		
�������� ����������� ��� ������������ ��������� ��
���� ���������� ��� �� �	������ ������ 	��	!
����� ������ ����� �	���� ����� ��� ��0�� ���!
������ 	�� ���� ������ 	�� ���� �
���� ������� ��� �	
�	����� ������� ����	����3� �������� ���
��������������������	���������������	���
�������� ��	������ 5�� ��		�� ������� �	��� ��� �
�����0��� ���� �����E� ���� ���
���&
� ��$�
���

���� ��$�� ����� ���%
������������ ��	�� ��� ����	����	��

������� �	� ���	� ��� ��� ������ ����!�	��	����
��������� 	�� ������� �	��� �� ���� 	��������
������ �	����� �	�  ������ "��� �������
��	
�������������	����	��������#�"
����!���� ���� ����!��������� �� ������ �����
	�� �	������� �������5�� ������ ���
� ��� �
�����0��� �	�� ��������� ���� 	��� �������� ���
�����������������������	�����	�����������
�� ���� �������� 	�������� ���� ���	����� �	���� 	�
������ 	���� ������0��� ���� ��� ��������� B��
���	��� ����� �	�� ������� ���� �� ������� ���!
�	���	�����������	������������������������
�	���� ����� �	� �	�� ��	�� ���� ����� ������
	������������� ��� �	�� �	� �	� ������� 	�� ���

����� ������� ��� ���� ������'
"��� �	����� ��������� ���������� �������

���������������������	������	�����	����
�	���� ���� ��	������ ���� ������ ���������� ��
��������������	���������������������	�!
������� ��� ����� �� �������� ����0�� ���
������� ���
� ���	� ���� ���
�����
"�	�	������ ���	����0���� �� ���������

���
��	��������������	��	�����������	��	��
��� ��� ������ ���� ��	��	�� ���� ����
���
���������	�����������	�����������������

100 OCTOBER 1995

��������������� ���� ��������
"��� ������ ���� ���� ����������� �����������
	�� �� �����	��� ������ �	������� �
��� �	� ���
�������� ��	����� ��	� ����� ��� �������	���
�������� �������� ��	�� F�����  ������� �	� ���
/�������� ������ ���� ��	� ���� ����	����
��������� �	� ��� 
��������� 
���� ��	���� 	�� ���
���
��� ���� 
�����	���� 	�� ���� �������� "����
����	��� �	�
� ����� 	���� �������!���������
���� ����� ���������� �������	���� ������ �	�!
���� �� ������� 	�� ����� �������� �	��� �	����
������� C�������� ��� /������� ���� 2����� ��
 ������D�� "��� �������� �	�
� ������ ��� ���� ���!
�	����� ��������� ���� ������� �	� ������ ���!
������ ���� ��� ������������������� ���� ����
��	����� �	��� ���� �	��� ��� 
������� ����
������ ��	���� �����	������
G������ ���� ����� 	�� �� ��������� �����

������������ 	�� ���� 	�������� ��������
�����	���� ������ �
��� ���� ������ �	� ������
���� ���	��� 	�� ���� �����	������ ���� ����
����� ������ ������ /�� ������� ����� ����������
�� ���������� 	�� ������ 	��� ������0���	�
�������	����� 1	��� ������ �	�� ���� ��� ����
����������	��������	���	��������	�!
�������� ��������� �	� �� ������� ������� ���� 	�
�����

1������� ��� ������ �	����� 
���� ����� �	�!
������ ����� ����� �	�� �������� ���	������
���������� �����	����� ��������	��� ����� ����
����� ��� ����������� �������� ������ �����!
�	��� ���� �	������	��� ����� ������� ����
����� ������� "���� ����������� ���� �����
������ ���	����� ����� 	���� ���� ������ ���
����� ����������� F�	����� ����	���� �	� ��� �	
������� ���� ��� ���� �������� ��������� ����� �		

���� �	��� 	�� ����� ��������� ��� ������ (	�� ����
�������� ������� �	����&��� ���� �	���� 	����
��	���� ����� ���� ���������� 
�	��� 	���� ��
������ /����� ����E� ������
"�����0��	������������������	����	�

����	��� �� ����� ��� �� �	��������� 	��	����
��� �	������ ��� ���� �	������� #���� ����� �����
�������� ������� ��	�� ������ ����� �� ������
�	��	���"�	������������������	���	������
��������� ���� ������ ����� �����	���� ����
�		
��� ������ ����� ������ ��� ���� �	��� ���
����� ������ /�� �� ������� 	������������ 	�� �	�!
������	�� ����� ���� �	��	�	��� 
���� ��� ��� �	�
��������	������	��	�����������������������
��	�������	��	������������������������
�	� �����!�	�� ������� ����	������� ���!��
��� ��������� ���� ���� ����� ��� �� ������������
/�� �� ������ ��������� ��� �����	������� ���

����,�� ������� ������ �������� �	� ����� ������� ���
�	���� �	� ����������� ���� ������� ������� ��
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be, an airplane call take me to Margaret in
just a few hours.�

Both partners think their work benefits
from the partnership. Says Hickman, �I�ve
come to believe that Margaret and I
together are greater than the sum of our
parts.�

A World for Us All

Weis and Hickman have created a setting
that feels real to readers. �DRAGONLANCE has
pretty much taken on a life of its own,�
Hickman says, adding that, when writing,
they often feel like �we�re chronicling his-
tory. That is the life we impart to the world
and to a certain extent it�s the life the
worldwide readership imparts to it.�

Worldwide is right. Currently the
DRAGONLANCE novels are published in 13
languages. The two regularly receive fan
mail from Australia, Russia, and Israel.
They also receive international e-mail
(addressed to the Internet newsgroup
alt.fan.dragonlance). �Being on the
Internet, we just talk to people from all
over,� Weis says.

What is it about the DRAGONLANCE Saga
that speaks to such a varied readership?
How can Krynn stand strong year after
year while so many other fantasy worlds
fall in the battle for bookstores� shelf
space?

�It�s a world in which people feel very
comfortable,� Weis explains. �As Tracy
says, we live there, and I think a lot of
people live there.�

The key is that readers can relate to the
characters, who Weis describes as �ordi-
nary people caught up in extraordinary
situations. People feel like, if they walked
out of their house one day and were

transported to Krynn, they could meet
Tanis and carry on a conversation with
him.�

Hickman says he sees the DRAGONLANCE

Saga as �a cooperative union with the
fans.� Authors can only put so much on
the page; it�s the readers� imagination that
provides the rest of the vision. This vision
�gives life to the story. The reader is an
active participant and really makes the
story come alive.�

Fans help shape this world at another
level as well. For instance, the authors
incorporated into Dragons of Summer
Flame a very memorable magical item
conceived at the GENCON® Game Fair
about five years ago. Each year at the con-
vention, the authors host a game tourna-
ment called the Killer Breakfast. The goal
of the game? The event�s name says it all:
Only the very brave-or the very enter-
taining-survive the adventure. �We kill
about 250 characters every year,� Hickman
says.

One player character, venturing into a
Tower of High Sorcery, encountered a
horrible undead creature. This resource-
ful kender reached into his pocket and
pulled out a spoon, brazenly announcing
that it was the dreaded Kender Spoon of
Turning. �Much to my chagrin,� recalls
Hickman, �when I rolled the die, it was!�
The character survived, and a piece of
Krynn lore was born.

DRAGONLANCE: The Role-playing
Game

Role-playing has always gone hand-in-
hand with novels in the Saga. The first
series of 12 DRAGONLANCE adventure mod-
ules paralleled the Chronicles trilogy. It

only seems right that the outcome of
Dragons of Summer Flame has inspired a
new DRAGONLANCE game, due out from
TSR, Inc. in August, 1996.

The authors are excited about the game
possibilities the book�s outcome presents
for player characters. �One of the most
interesting elements,� says Weis. �Is that
they�re going to have to go searching for
magic.� Not to give away too much (you
have to read the book, after all), Tasslehoff
discovers how magic will have to work
differently on post- Summer Flame Krynn.

Do the authors have any ideas for the
game�s designers?

Hickman stresses that the goal of the first
DKAGONLANCE modules was to tell stories in
an adventure setting, a goal he thinks
should still hold true today. �[Game design-
ers should] tell stories in DRAGONLANCE,� he
says, �rather than just plot adventures.�
Weis suggests that people remember the
importance of good and evil in the
DRAGONLANCE Saga, and present characters
with ethical dilemmas, �so that people
learn a little something about themselves.�

�Dragonlance has always been to me a
grand-scale vision,� Hickman says. �I see it
in wide-screen grand vista imagery. My
advice would be not to think too small.
Make it expansive, make it large.�

Right Monster
Continued from page 86

several times, eventually all but destroying
their masters� civilization. They are not
only good monsters in their own right,
but can also be logical precursors for
even greater horrors. After all, since the
Old Ones favor genetic engineering so
much, why wouldn�t they design even
more terrible monsters as a counter to
the shoggoths? A good adventure would
be for the investigators to accompany and
try to stop the Starkweather-Moore
Expedition mentioned by Lovecraft in �At
the Mountains of Madness,� or at least
clean up the mess afterwards, when the
shoggoths are provoked into launching a
new wave of invasions. But perhaps there
really aren�t any shoggoths on Earth;
would Abdul Alhazred lie?

Star-Spawn of Cthulhu: These creatures
are second only to dholes and (possibly)
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chthonians as potential Godzillas in the
campaign. Aside from their obvious poten-
tial in party-killing, and alien vs. alien war-
fare (as mentioned above)� consider the
possibility of a gruesome scam. Unless the
investigators have earned a lot of knowl-
edge in the Cthulhu Mythos skill, they may
not know that Cthulhu is 400� high. Thus,
anyone running into one of the Star-
Spawn may well think he is facing Cthulhu
himself, and react accordingly. This sort of
thing has the potential to cause parties to
do everything from misidentify clues to
running away from a lesser-albeit still
terrible-opponent under the impression
that he is a Great Old One. If the investiga-
tors face several at once, don�t be sur-
prised if someone blurts out, �Cthulhu can
even clone himself!�

Star Vampires: Like fire vampires, these
invisible, nightmarish entities are generally
encountered only when some occultist has
summoned them to attack the party or an

ally of theirs, or to guard a particular site.
Their ability to move and attack unseen
will raise the level of tension among a
party to almost unbearable levels.

Xiclotlans: These giant alien servants of
the shans may, under some circum-
stances, be mistaken for trees, as is the
case with the Dark Young of Shub-
Niggurath. (They may substitute for them
in the Macbeth scenario mentioned earli-
er.) Unless the investigators find a gate
that leads to Xiclotl, however, they will
never be found in an adventure unless the
shans are also present. They are the mus-
cle to back up the shans� mind-control
activities, and any party that successfully
resists the latter can expect a good old-
fashioned physical assault by the
Xiclotlans sometime in the near future.

* indicates a product produced by a company

other than TSR, lnc


